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“You put the company

under pressure to really

fix the problem”

Bart Jacobs
Radboud University
Nijmegen

The injunction was refused: Jacobs plans to publish his findings later this year. “You give the manufacturer reasonable time to patch things
and at the same time you put the company under pressure to really fix the problem,” he says.

Indecent disclosure?

In the American case, there is disagreement between the MBTA and the MIT students over what information was provided and when.

In a statement, the students say they initially contacted the MBTA as they “wanted to let the MBTA know what they found and wanted to
provide some ideas about how to fix the system”. They also say their presentation would not have included crucial information needed to
actually hack the fare system and that it contained less information than documents that the MBTA’s court filing has now made available to
the public.

An MBTA spokesman told Nature, “The MBTA received no pertinent information from the students before
4.30am on Saturday [the court order was granted at 1.30pm on Saturday]. We did ask for the information, and
time, and got nothing.” MIT declined to comment.

Yesterday, another judge at the district court ruled the restraining order — which bars the students from
providing “program, information, software code, or command” that would help compromise the MBTA’s fare
media system – should stand. A decision is expected on Tuesday 19 August about whether it will be amended or
withdrawn.

“One thing is clear — the Boston transit authority’s [MBTA] actions backfired, big time,” says Wagner. “The technical details are all over
the Internet now. The lesson: trying to censor something just draws even more attention to it.”

Comments

Reader comments are  usually moderated after posting. If you find something offensive  or inappropriate , you can speed this process by
clicking 'Report this comment' (or, if that doesn't work for you, email redesign@nature .com). For more  controversial topics, we  reserve  the
right to  moderate  before  comments are  published.

Add your own comment

You can be  as critical or controversial as you like , but please  don't get personal or offensive , and do keep it brie f. Remember this is for
feedback and discussion - not for publishing papers, press re leases or advertisements, for example . If you ramble  on in an annoying way too
often, we may remove your posting privileges.
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